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dealings with Fair, and Golon's negligence was
a factor in causing Elijah’s death.

Elijah’s ,estate and the Straws were
determined to receive $32 million. (Following
the verdict, the Straws withdrew their punitive
claim without prejudice to advance the claim
in future litigation.)

Post Trial:

Golon Masonry Restoration filed motions
seeking a new trial and alleging multiple trial-
court errors.

Editor's Comment:

This report is based on information that
was provided by plaintiffs’ counsel. Defense
counsel did not respond to the reporter’s
phone calls.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Patient claimed surgery caused blindness,
permanent back pain

Amount: $21,861,179
Type: Verdict-Mixed

Venue: Delaware County Court of Common
Pleas

Case Type: Medical Malpractice - Nurse,
Hospital, Neurosurgeon, Neurosurgery,
Anesthesiology, Surgical Error, Failure

to Detect, Failure to Monitor, Negligent
Treatment, Failure to Communicate

Case Name: Bruce Drainer v. Hagop L.
DerKrikorian, M.D., Hagop L. DerKrikorian,
M.D. P.C., Jennifer Smith, M.D., Jennifer
Caroulis, C.R.N.A., Judith Boudwin, C.R.N.A.,
Faith Lauser, C.R.N.A., Society Hill Anesthesia
Consultants P.C., Riddle Memorial Hospital,
and Main Line Health Inc., No. 12-010718

Date: January 27, 2015

Plaintiff Attorneys:

+ David J. Caputo and Garabet M. Zakeosian
Kline & Specter, P.C.; Philadelphia, PA, for
Bruce Drainer

Defense Attorney(s):

* Nancy K. Raynor; Raynor & Associates, P.C.;

Malvern, PA, for Hagop L. DerKrikorian,

M.D., Hagop L. DerKrikorian, M.D. P.C.

Amalia V. Romanowicz and Barri Alison

Orlow, Post & Schell, P.C.; Philadelphia,

PA, for Jennifer Smith, M.D., Faith Lauser,

C.R.N.A., Judith Boudwin, C.R.N.A., Jennifer

Caroulis, C.R.N.A., Society Hill Anesthesia

Consultants P.C.

Judith Boudwin, C.R.N.A., Jennifer

Caroulis, C.R.N.A., Society Hill Anesthesia

Consultants P.C.

* Peter J. Hoffman; Eckert Seamans Cherin &
Mellott, LLC; Philadelphia, PA, for Main Line
Health Inc., Riddle Memorial Hospital

Facts:

On Jan. 20, 2012, plaintiff Bruce Drainer, in
his early 50s, underwent a two-level lumbar
laminectomy to decompress spinal nerve
roots, performed by neurosurgeon Hagop
DerKrikorian at Riddle Memorial Hospital, in
Media.

Prior to surgery, Drainer was evaluated by
anesthesiologist Jennifer Smith, who oversaw
a team of nurse anesthetists comprised
of Jennifer Caroulis (whose surname later
became McGinley), Judith Boudwin, and Faith
Lauser.

Drainer claimed that the surgical consent
form did not mention any associated risk
of perioperative visual loss or permanent
blindness. AccordingtoDrainer, the anesthesia
plan was for general endotracheal anesthesia
with a non-invasive blood-pressure monitor
using a blood-pressure cuff, a continuous
electrocardiogram, pulse oximetry,
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capnometry, temperature measurement, and
measurement of urine output with a catheter.

At 8:18 a.m., Drainer was taken into the
operating room. General anesthesia was
induced and he was turned onto a prone
position with his arms abducted to the sides
and flexed at the elbows.

At about 8:40 a.m. Drainer developed
arterial hypotension (low blood pressure); as
aresult, he was administered 200 micrograms
of phenylephrine (a decongestant) to increase
his blood pressure.

From 8:45 a.m.to11:25 a.m., Drainer received
13 doses of phenylephrine, totaling 2,400
micrograms, in addition to 30 milligrams
of ephedrine, a similar drug. Surgery was
completed by 4:42 p.m.

According to Drainer, his urine output was
440 cc over the course of surgery, of which
300 milliliters had been collected by 8:40 a.m.
The remaining 140 milliliters was produced
from 8:40 to 3 pm.

The anesthesia record indicated that
DerKrikorian was notified by the anesthesia
team at 4:42 p.m. that Drainer had decreased
urine output, and he was given 10 milligrams
of a diuretic. Another 10 milligrams was later
given. Drainer produced only 30 milliliters of
urine for the remainder of the surgery.

Drainer claimed that his intraoperative
blood loss was estimated at 200 milliliters,
and that he received 5,200 milliliters of a
lactated solution as his sole intravenous fluid
therapy.

Upon awakening following surgery, Drainer
was unable to see. An ophthalmology
consultation was obtained, and he was
diagnosed with posterior ischemic optic
neuropathy (PION), a damage of the optic
nerve from lack of blood flow.

Drainer sued DerKrikorian, Riddle Memorial
Hospital, and Smith, Caroulis, Boudwin,
Lauser, and their employer, Society Hill

Anesthesia Consultants P.C., on claims of
medical malpractice.

Drainer and DerKrikorian settled for
a confidential amount, prior to trial.
DerKrikorian did not appear at ftrial, nor
did his counsel put on a defense; however,
DerKrikorian remained on the verdict slip.

Boudwin and Lauser were dismissed by
stipulation, prior to trial.

Drainer's counsel asserted that the
unnecessarily prolonged surgery increased
the risk of his suffering perioperative visual
loss and was the cause of his blindness. The
failure to adequately decompress his spinal
nerve roots caused him to later endure two
additional back surgeries and worsening
symptoms of pain and lower extremity
numbness and weakness.

Inhis report, Drainer's expert in
ophthalmology detailed that the risk factors
(e.g., diabetes, male gender, obesity)

associated with developing PION following
back surgery were present with Drainer
pre-operatively, since he was diabetic and
obese. According to the expert, the factors
related to Drainer's intra-operative care that
increased the risk of his suffering PION and
blindness during his spinal surgery included
prolonged back surgery, prone positioning,
venous  stasis, hypotension, excessive
crystalloid administration, and lack of colloid
administration to maintain his intravascular
volume.

Drainer’'s expert in anesthesiology, in his
report, faulted Smith and Caroulis for failing to
appreciate the extent of the planned surgery
and for failing to modify the anesthetic-care
plan when the surgery lasted longer than
expected. According to the expert, Smith
and Caroulis failed to appreciate Drainer's
risk of perioperative visual loss; failed to
communicate with DerKrikorian any concerns
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